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Introduction:    The Centre for Minority Rights Development (CEMIRIDE) was registered in the year 2000 as a non-profit organization. CEMIRIDE has spear headed several awareness campaigns through media, trainings, studies, workshops, and facilitated talks with GOK on minority rights.  In addition it has played a leading role in reactivating the Pastoralist Parliamentary Group (PPG), the link to the Kenyan Parliament on pastoral issues. CEMIRIDE is an advocacy organization with a focus on policy issues affecting minority groups like pastoralists. 

Purpose:  (a) Come up with concrete cost of conflict; (b) Support a national stakeholders' forum; (c) Increase dialogue and collaboration among conflict stakeholders; and (d) Support the development of a national policy on conflict management and peace building
Geographic Coverage:  Northern Kenya and National
Timeframe: 24 months - March 31 2004 – March 30 2006

Inputs:  Advocacy, technical assistance in conflict management and peace building, and policy formulation
Outputs and Results to Date: (a) Cemiride has engaged several CSOs working on conflict as well as held meetings with the PPG. These engagements are valuable as they provide opportunity for exchange of information and ideas. (b) organized pastoralists week 2004 which highlighted issues confronting pastoralists communities in Kenya (c) developed a relationship with one media group – the Nation Media Group which is now covering more news from northern Kenya (d) the Great Trek in Moyale, Marsabit and Isiolo, held between which highlighted the need for infrastructure (road) in these districts and the peace run in Kapenguria. Both events received good press coverage
Planned Activities:  (a) complete the studies/survey and launch the report (b) Support dialogue between GOK and conflict stakeholders; (b) Influence media and pastoral communities to advocate for increased resource allocation to pastoral communities; (c) Strengthen capacity of local organizations in target areas and communities to manage conflict; and (d) Support several stakeholder forums to develop a national policy on conflict.
Issues/Challenges: (a) networking with other USAID funded CSOs  (b) financial arrangement of reimbursement has caused delays in project implementation (c) getting the media to cover the north after long negative perceptions (d) when conducting the survey the organization encountered the following problems; 
1. research permits are still required before any research is undertaken 2. some GoK entities are not so forthcoming in giving or disclosing information 3. financial resources were not adequate.
Partners/Other Donors:  OXFAM, SNV, AU-IBAR, World Vision, CORDAID Wajir Peace and Development Agency, NCCK, ITDG
