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Introduction:  The International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) Kenya Chapter, is an independent membership NGO founded by Kenyan Lawyers in 1959.  It is registered under the Societies Act of the laws of Kenya.  It has observer status with the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights.  Although it is a section of the ICJ/Geneva, it designs its own programs and fundraises independently of ICJ/Geneva.  ICJ/Kenya has been carrying out a number of activities including holding seminars on human rights and the rule of law; publishing a human rights journal, entitled, “The Jurist”; conducting paralegal training for rural people; carrying out human rights lectures; monitoring human rights abuses and issuing statements condemning such practices.  In pursuit of its objectives, ICJ/Kenya established the Center for Governance & Development (CGD) as one of its programs to initiate its parliament and economic governance activities with a view to linking issues of governance to political and civil rights.  In addition, it seeks to help Kenyans to police and monitor the government without losing sight of the importance of improving institutional performance as an antidote for developmental failure.  This, it does through the following sub-activities: strengthening of parliament; economic governance workshop series; civic education programs; and the gender and governance project. CGD is now registered as an independent NGO.
Purpose:  (a) Implement a program that addresses corruption and bad governance in Kenya; (b) Work with Parliament and stakeholders to assist with drafting legislation to further the democratic process; and (c) Monitor developments in various agriculture sub-sectors to ensure that new legislation that addresses corruption is put in place and implemented effectively, d) help  establish an anti-corruption coalition that advocates for accountability and reforms in the agriculture sector.
Geographic Coverage:  National
Timeframe:   3 years (October 2004 – September 2007)
Inputs:  Economic (Anti-corruption) reforms, good governance in the agricultural sub-sector.
Planned Activities:  The program has three components which are geared to monitoring and facilitating the GOK implement reforms that increase efficiency, effectiveness and accountability in selected agriculture sectors.  They include:
a) Conducting independent anti-corruption related studies and examining legislation and administrative practices and procedures that are prone to corruption and wastefulness, in key regional agriculture sub sectors. 

b) Providing legislative support to Parliament by analyzing bills before the house and providing summaries of key issues and recommendations and disseminating the same to MPs and key actors including press.
c) Help set up a national agriculture sub sector anti-corruption coalition to monitor and advocate for implementation of governance reforms in the agriculture sector.

d) A rapid response mechanism has been inbuilt into the program to address anti-corruption issues as they arise.

Outputs and Results to Date:  CGD has teamed up with other players working to support Parliament and has provided MPs with expert advice on revision of  standing orders to create an enabling environment for debate in Parliament.   Additionally, CGD has joined up with KISM, IEA and TI to organize public forums to discuss finance bills, and other key governance bills such as the Public Procurement and Disposal Bill, the Privatization Bill and the Health insurance Bills.  Additionally CGD has organized various forums to discuss issues affecting key sectors including horticulture, coffee and sugar. The forums have brought together farmers and experts to discuss governance issues with a view to lobbying for enactment of enabling policy and legal environment. Prior to holding each agriculture sector forum, CGD engages experts to conduct research whose findings inform the advocacy work.  CGD also works with other group lobbying for good governance in the agriculture sector including the Sugar Campaign for Change, Action Aid and Tegemeo, etc.

Partners/Other Donors:
Institute of Policy Analysis & Research (IPAR),Tegemeo, LSK, the State University of New York (SUNY) and the Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA), TI, KISM.

