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Introduction:  In a previous DG strategy, USAID/Kenya focused on a demand- focused strategy.  The rationale for this demand-focused strategy was based on a democracy and governance assessment carried out in November 1995.  The assessment saw desirable reforms as constrained by the political impasse over constitutional and legal reform issues.  Both internal and external demand for reform to public sector institutions was insufficient to warrant any direct support to those institutions.  Therefore, support to the civil society organizations was the focal point of the DG 1995-1999 strategy.  However, given the increase in pressure from the civil society for reforms, a 1998 review recommended that USAID consider helping Kenya’s institutions of governance to respond more effectively to the civil society.  The Mission therefore, decided to continue its support for the civil society, but also look to strengthen selected public institutions.  Parliament, in particular, was singled out as an institution that could represent civil demands for democratic reform, generate necessary reform legislation and act as an overseer of the executive.  As a representative body with a legislative role, the Assembly is strategically placed to articulate public demands and effect genuine structural reforms necessary to promote democratization.  USAID/Kenya therefore, contracted SUNY to implement the Parliamentary Strengthening Program.

Purpose:   This is a follow-on program to the one that ended on February 28, 2005.  Its purpose is to strengthen the Kenyan Parliament by empowering the "people's branch" of government so that it can more effectively represent the will of the Kenyan people, participate in legislative and policy reforms and oversee and hold accountable the executive branch of government.  SUNY works in partnership with Parliament to assist in attaining the objectives of the Parliamentary Service Commission’s (PSC) strategic plan.

Geographic Coverage:  National

Timeframe:  March 22, 2005 – September 20, 2009
Inputs:  Technical assistance, commodity support, and training.
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Outputs and Results to Date:  (a) Held several Finance and Budget seminars at which representatives from sectoral committees including money committees discussed budget performance with the executive branch, private sector associations and civil society organizations; (b) Held workshops on Managing Change to sensitize senior staff to Parliament's reform efforts; (c) Assisted with the implementation of a Parliamentary Internship Program in which young Kenyan professionals were introduced to the operations of Parliament and supported Parliament's reform efforts while gaining management and public policy skills; (d) Supported a workshop for PSC members; and (e) Published two booklets on role of Parliament and responded to PSC’s request to review and provide comments to its action plan.  

Planned Activities:  (a) Support the 9th Parliament by implementing a new Member Orientation Program; (b) Strengthen Departmental Committees to enhance their capacity through providing committee briefs, action agendas, study tours and orientation programs; (c) Enhance Parliament - Public Relations through training support for the new Public Relations Office, technical assistance to create a parliamentary website and publications to educate the public on parliament's actions; and (d) Deepen staff support for Parliament's plan to improve its service delivery though multiple activities such as managing change workshops to enable managers to provide quality leadership, training activities and study tours.

Issues/Challenges:  Working with the new elected Parliament.  It is difficult to estimate how profoundly the political and parliamentary dynamics in Kenya would shift following the historical election in December 2002.  These dynamics are likely to interfere with SUNY's capacity to deliver quality technical assistance.

Partners/Other Donors:  University of Nairobi, United States International University, Ford Foundation, Institute of Economic Affairs, Tegemeo, Policy Project, Institute of Economic Affairs, Center for Governance & Development, Kenya Leadership Institute, Institute of Policy Analysis & Research, the Treasury, Central Bank and the Kenya Revenue Authority.
