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Attachment 2: Environmental Baseline Survey

General Information

Name of project: 




Date:

 




Name of surveyor: 




Location:






Survey data

1. Land use and tenure

	Datum
	Surveyor’s characterization
	Notes

	Current land use at proposed site
	
	Change in land use can cause conflict if the land is currently being used by a neighboring community for crops, grazing, or as a source of water.

	Previous land use, if different
	
	Past activities (such as hazardous waste dumping) can endanger the community.

	Ecosystem characterization of current site
	
	

	Current land tenure/title status
	
	


2. Proximity issues. Is the site located within 2 km of any of the following?

	Facility or activity
	Y/N
	Comments

	Airport
	
	

	Military zone
	
	

	Protected areas
	
	

	Archaeological, anthropological, cultural, or historical sites
	
	

	Forested area
	
	

	Important flora/fauna habitat:
	
	

	Wetland
	
	

	Tropical rain forest
	
	

	Mangrove
	
	

	Coral reef
	
	

	Endangered or endemic species
	
	

	Critical biological corridor
	
	

	Critical source for local or downstream water supplies
	
	

	Highly polluting or hazardous industrial or mining activity
	
	



3. Vulnerabilities

	Is the area vulnerable to…
	Surveyor’s characterization

High, Medium, Low, Not Applicable
	Comments 

Note any recent natural disasters

	Flooding
	
	

	Hurricanes
	
	

	Landslides
	
	

	Earthquakes
	
	

	Forest or brush fires
	
	

	Drought
	
	

	Contamination from external sources (farms, industry, agriculture)
	
	

	Erosion
	
	


Note: Medium to high vulnerability will require choice of an alternate site or use of effective mitigation measures)

4. Anticipated water sources 

	
	Average flow or daily yield
	Lowest
seasonal
flow
	Drinkable without treatment?
	Nature of current use
	Percentage of flow currently used

	Primary source

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Secondary source

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



5. Soil characteristics and topography

	Datum
	Surveyor’s characterization
	Notes

	Soil composition/type
	
	Important design considerations in waste disposal systems

	Permeability
	
	

	Depth of bedrock
	
	

	Average slope of site
	
	Slopes greater than 20% are generally unsuitable for housing

	Depth of water table
	
	Important design consideration for both water supply and waste disposal systems, such as wells and latrines

	Superficial, seasonal or sub-superficial water courses
	
	Specify depth and location


6. Climate and weather

	Datum
	Surveyor’s characterization
	Notes

	Average temperature
	
	Hot weather must be considered when designing a house so it may have proper ventilation

	Rainfall pattern
	
	

	Average yearly rainfall
	
	

	Predominant wind direction
	
	Important for ventilation and the location of waste disposal systems



7a. Characteristics of the built environment

	Datum
	Surveyor’s characterization
	Notes

	Distance to nearest road
	
	The community must have proper access to work, school and health centers

	Distance to public transportation
	
	

	Communities within 2 km of proposed site (Y/N)
	
	If yes, fill out table 7B


7b. Facilities and infrastructure of communities. List the facilities within 2 km of proposed site, including hospitals, health centers, schools (specify levels), waste disposal systems, churches (specify denominations), recreational centers and government offices.

	Community name
	Distance
	Approximate population
	Facilities and utilities

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


8. Topographic mapping. The site must be marked on a topographical map, preferably scale 1:50,000. Water bodies, existing settlements and infrastructure, and facilities, habitats, or activities identified under “proximity issues” must be clearly identified. 
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