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Celebrating Educational Excellence





The Dieri, is a harsh area south of the national road in northern Senegal that extends into a vast, remote area where people live semi-nomadic lives and practice transhumance.  Transhumance means traveling seasonally with your livestock in search of food and water. To the educational system it means, half a school year, children abruptly withdrawn from school to disappear into the bush for 6 months.  It results in an interruption of studies and ensures that children seldom advance through the education system.   A successful school feeding program implemented by Counterpart International and funded through USAID’s Food for Peace Title II program has helped reverse these trends.  In fact, since program inception in 2004 the region has witnessed a dramatic increase in attendance and excellence in exam results.  Schools no longer close but remain open and he demand for new schools is huge. To celebrate the excellence of their children on July 15, 2007 over 500 people, government and education officials, community leaders, children and parents celebrated a day of educational excellence. The local director of the Ministry of Education (IDEN) – Modou Fall contributes this special day to the USAID funded program.


   


“This is the first time in this area that we have been able to celebrate exceptional educational achievements. A great change has occurred, no longer are parents hostile and refusing to send their children to school.  Today the importance of an education is better understood by many people and we actually have a huge demand to build new schools.  This educational impact can be directly attributed to the school feeding program supported by USAID and implemented by Counterpart International”. 





The USAID funded Title II program implemented by Counterpart International works in 152 schools and covers 66% of all functioning primary schools and 100% of all pre-schools throughout the Region of Saint Louis.   The implementation of a school feeding program has fundamentally changed the education system throughout the zone in particular the attendance and drop out rate.  Schools no longer close during the dry season and approximately 9,000 new students have enrolled since program inception. 





One parent had this to say, “Our children benefit from hot meals, and deworming and for the first time they are being rewarded for their excellent school exam results.  We are very happy and proud parents and want to thank Counterpart and USAID for all their help”. 





In 2007 over 21,000 students benefited from the school feeding program at the primary and pre-school level.     























  


  











“Our children benefit from hot meals and medicines and now they are being rewarded for their excellent school exam results”.





School Feeding – Keeping children in school and watching them excel





Above and Below: Three young ladies receive gifts to celebrate their achievements at their schools who participate in the USAID Food for Peace funded Title II P.L. 480 school feeding program.









