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Good governance: too much of a good thing?

The idealized good governance agenda includes:
Rule of law

Free and fair elections

Civil and political rights

High levels of transparency and accountability

Effective management/provision of public resources/services

Control of corruption

Significant civil society and citizen participation
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Good enough  governance

Restored governance is needed to address deficits in
Security
Effectiveness
Legitimacy

Good enough governance: setting priorities according to characteristics 
of the context 

Sources and degree of state failure/fragility
Capacity and political will
Features of governance interventions
Path dependence and history
Availability of resources
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Illustrative governance  priorities

Governance outcomes Collapsed Transitioning 

State                                            State

Citizen safety and security P P
Conflict resolution systems  in place P P

Agreement on rules for political power contestation P P
Government able to fulfill basic administrative functions P P

Government able to  provide services to most citizens P P P

Government able to assure equity in service provision and  
access to justice

P P

Government decision-making on policy and programs open and 
transparent

P P

Government responsive to citizen and CSO participation P P
Government fully accountable for decisions, policies, outcomes P P
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Developing a good enough governance 
strategy

Build state capacity to fulfill governance functions 
through resource and skills transfers, institutional 
design, and improved management systems.

Build constraints on state actors through 
increased accountability, transparency, oversight, 
and checks and balances. 

Track progress through impacts on outcomes.
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Good governance: a picture of the end state
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