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ETOPS) FOR FEBRUARY W ITH A
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SUM M ARY

1.Summ ary: This reportprovides an update
about recent activitdes on em exgency
transooundary outbresk pests ETO Ps) In

A frica, theM 1ddleEast, Central and

Southw estA sia, and Latdn Am erica. The
report Includes activitdes that took place in
February and a forecast tillm id-A pril, 2003.
Key ETO Pg, including locusts, grasshoppers,
am yw om and grain-eating red-billed Q uelea
bids are covered by the r=port. A brief
overview of the cunent statuis of each of these
pests is outlined in the rem ainderof this

sum m ary w ith detailed accounts provided
thereafter.

DESERT LOCUST ,SCH ISTOCERCA
GREGARIA FORSKAL)

2. Desert locusts, Schistocerca gregaria
Forskal). Unconfirm ed reports indicated that
som e adult locusts and hoppers w ere sighted n
northemn M ali. D ue to poorranfall orabsence
of anfall thatpersisted In m ostof the w inter
breeding and recession areas n the w estem
and northw estem A frica, it is expected that
Tocustnum bers w ill rem ain nsignificant n
these areas during the forecastperiod.

3. Based on an FAO D esertLocust rEport,
an all-scale breeding occurred In Febmiary near
the R ed Sea coast in northeastem Sudan w here

heavy ainfall occurred n N ovem berand
oconditions w ere som ew hat favorable. Isolated
hoppers and adults w ere also sighted 1n a few
wadis dry riverbeds) in these areas. Locusts
w ere not reported fiom elsew here in the w Inter
breeding areas on both sides of the Red Sea
ooasts. Significant locustactivities are not
expected during the forecastperiod.

4. Asaresuttofheavy minsthatfellin
southem Pakistan, adjpcent areas of Tran and
A fghanistan and R ajasthan Tndia, it is expected
that conditions could in prove 1n the spring-
breeding areas of the eastern r=gion. Small-
scale breeding could ooccur in Baluchistan,
Pakistan and R ajpsthan, Tidia during the
forecastperiod. Regular survey and

m onitoring are advised.

OTHER LOCUSTS AND
GRASSHOPPERS.

5. Red Jocusts, N om adacris ssptem fasciata
Surville): Red locusthatthingsand some
hopperactivites w ere reported 1n late January
Tn northem M adagascarby the national anti-
ocustcenter (CNA ). The rad locust situation
1em ahed relhtively caln n the DLCO -EA
m em ber countries n Febmary. N o reports
w ere received from the RLCO -CSA r=gion.
How ever, an all-scale actividesm ighthave
been going on 1n the outbreak areas of
Tanzania. Due to the dry conditions that
persisted In m ostof the cutbresk areas, itis
Tkely that Iocustnum bersw ill rem ain Iow and
only very lin ied actividesmay be ssen na
few places during the forecastperiod.

6. M adagascarm gratory locust, Locusta
m gratoria capio ©.). M xed hsarsand
adultM adagascarm gmatory locusts w ers
reported In Febriary in the sum m erbreeding
areas In southw estem part of the country

w ithin 30km radius of the city of Tulear.
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Contmol operations w ere launched by the anti-
Tocustunitw hen infesations w ere reported by
fam ers. Favorable breeding conditions
ocontnued to exist in these areas and it is likely
that furtherdevelopm entw illbe seen during
the forecastperiod. A few hoppersm ay have
also begun appearing 1n the H orom be Plateau
and the sumounding areas. These locusts
could furtherdevelop and form an all
gregarious populations and sw am lets during
the forecastperiod if leftuntieated.

7. Anacridium melbnorhodon W aker).
Apartfrom aanall 15 km =g.) hfesation
cbsarved in the w estem Jow land of Eritrea, no
further reports w ere received on tree locusts,
O ther locust and grasshopper situations,
cluding the A frican m gratory Jocust,
Locusa m gratoria m gratorioides € J),
brown locust, Locustana pardalina W alker),
M oroccan locust, D ociosaurus m aroccanus
(T hunbery), Talian locust, Callipem us
ialicus L), the Senegalese grasshopper,
O edaleus senegalensis K auss) and the

variegated grasshopper, Zonocerus variegatls
L) r=m ained farly caln .

8. N o locustactivities w ere reported from
CentralA sia and Latin Am erica in Febmary .

9. Arm ywom , Spodoptera exem pta

W aker). Amywom hfesationswere
reported on m aize, m illet and pasture on m ore
than 970 ha In N arok and T'1anam ara D istricts,
Kenya. The infesationsw ere controlled using
fenirothion. N o reportsw ere received in from
the other DL.CO -EA m em ber countries n
Febmary. A late received report ndicated that
am yw orm Infesationsw ere seen and
controlled on m aize, sorghum , and orrice in
M alaw i, Tanzani and Zam bia and som e
Ihfes@ationsw ere also reported on m aize,
sorghum |, 1apoka and pearim illet n Z in balbw e
In January (COSAM P,2003).

10. Redbilled quelea, Quelea quelea L .).
Th Sam e D istrict, K ilim anpro r=gion of
Tanzani,aDLCO EA aircraft sorayed four
quelea roosts w ith an estim ated population of
over2 5 m illion birds and control operation
has continued agamnstbirds attacking inrigated
rice crops DLCO -EA ,2003). A e reoeived
report indicated that quelea roosts w ere sighted
T Botsw ana, M ozam bique and South A frica n
January . Controlopermations w ere undertaken
T South A frica against4 mosts @ 35 m illion
birds) and 29 colonies (12 3 m illion birds)

w ih avicides, Q uletox and Faloolan, and
explosions. C rops threatened w ere rice, m illet
and sorghum .End of Summ ary .

ENVIRONM ENTAL STTUATION :
W EATHER AND ECOLOGICAL
CONDITIONS

11. Lightans fell n a few places in northem
M auritznia, M orocoo, A geria, and northem
M aliand northw estem N igerwhere some s
patches of green vegetation persised n
February and dry conditions persisted

elsew here 1n the region.

12. Lightminfallsw ere recorded In the Tokar
Delta, Sudan, the Red Sea coasalplains of

Y em en, in northem Om an, n Ghinda

(1522N 3910E) and M assaw a (1540N /3825E),
Eritrea, D re Daw a, Ethiopia OLCO -EA,
2003). M ostof the w nterbreeding areas

rem alned fatrly hotand dry. Patches of green
vegetation w as seen only on the foothills of

m ountains and in the wadis. O thercountries
I the r=gion rem ained fatrly dry during the
reporting m onth.

13. On Febmary 15-18, unusually heavy mins
fell n southem Pakistan and adjpcentareas of
southeastem Tran, southem A fghanistan, and
Rajpsthan, lndia FAO ,2003). Hyderabad,
Ihdia received a record 106 mm | G ood mins
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w ere also reported throughout the spring
breeding areas, incliding Baluchisan,
Pakisan. The sum m erbreeding areas along
the do-Pakistan borders also received a fairly
good ain.

14. A cycne {Japhet) w ith a gusty w Ind of

m ore than 65 m ph hit southem M ozam bique
dam ping heavy @in I the rgion during the
lastw eek of Febmiary . The cyclone laterin the
week m oved further in w ards and hit

Zin babw e drenching m ostof the southeastem
partof the country. O ther RLCO -CSA
countries did not reportany significant

m eteorlogical actvites. D ry conditons also
persisted in the other red locust outbreak areas.

DESERT LOCUST ACTIVITIES

15. W esterm and northw estern A frica. An
unconfim ed report ndicated thata few adult
Jocusts and hoppersw ere seen n Tilem si

V alley and Tin etrine, M ali, how ever, details
w ere notavailable on the extentand severity
of the locusts at the tim e this reportw as

ocom piled. Locusts w ere not reported from

M auritznia, M orocoo, N ger, A eria, Liya,
Chad, Senegal, Butkina Faso, Cape V exde,
Gambi, Gunea B issau, and G uinea C onakty
I Febrary .

16. Forecast: A few isolated adultsm ay be
geen in Thchir, northw estern M auritania,

A dwardes Tomas, M ali, southemn A ir, N iger,
and Tam antassat, A geria. N o locusts are
expected to appear and persist n the other
countries In these regions. The overall locust
situation w il Tkely continue to 1@m an calin
during the forecastperiod 1n these 1=gions.

17. Eastem A frica, northeastern A frica,
and theNear EastRegions. A few e nsar
hoppers and Inm ature adultsw ere seen n

W adiOko, Sudan. O ther countries In the

Central region on both sidesof the Red Sea
ooasts rem ained free of Iocusts n Febrary .

18. Forecast: A sharp decline n locust

num bers is expected on the Red Sea coastal
plains and adjpcentareas n Sudan. V ery few
iolated locustsm ay be seen 1 a few places,
along the Red Sea coasts of SaudiA rabia and
Y em en. Significant locustactvites are not
expected Tn the other countries of the northem
A frica, eastem A frica, and the M ddle East
during the forecastperiod. N evertheless,
regular survey and m onitoring activites are
encouraged In the event favorable conditions
begin to develop in the traditional spring-
breeding areas.

19. Eastern region. No custswere seen n
Tren, A ffhanisan, Pakisan and hdia n
Febmary.

20. Forecast: A though conditionsm ay

In prove In the spring-breeding areas that
received heavy s i m d-Febwary, only
Iin ied-scale breeding m ay occurduring the
forecastperiod. A few isolated adult locusts
m ay be seen In the coasal regions of Tran and
Pakisan asw ellas in the nterior regions n
Balichistan, Pakistan, B am purand Saravan,
Tren but, Iocustnum bers w 111 likely rem ain
Tsignificant n the entire eastem r=gion during
the forecastperiod.

OTHER LOCUST AND GRASSHO PPER
ACTIVITIES

21. M oroccan M editerranean locust,D .
m aroccanus (Thunberg) and the Ttalian
locust, C . ialicus @ ): No reporswere
recefved on the M ormoccanM editeranesn or
the Talian Jocusts in Central A gian atthe tine
this reportw as com piled.

22. Forecast: Som e hatthingm ay begin 1n
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parts of A fohanistan and other countries in the
r=gion tow ard the m ddle to the end of the
forecastperiod. N o significant locust
activites are expected during these period and
som e eggsm ay rem ain hibemated, how ever,
close m onitoring and surveillance are advised
durng the forecastperiod.

23. Latin Am erica and the C aribbean
LAC). No mports w ere received on locusts
orgrasshoppers n LA C countries In Febmiary .

24 . Forecast. N o significantdevelopm ents
are expected during the forecastperiod.

25. Red locust, N . septem fasciata Surville).

Red Jocusthatchings and som e hopper
activites w ere reported by the national anti-
locustcenter CNA) In e January n
northem M adagascarbut, fiirtherdetailsw ere
notavailble at the tim e this reportw as

com piled. No eportsw ere received on red
Jocustactivides n February fiom the DLCO -
EA and the RLOC-CSA countries. How ever,
Iin ied actividesm ghthave been going on In
the ttaditional outbreak areas of Tanzania and
elsew here in the r=gion.

26. Forecast: Overall, ocustactvidesw ill
probably be reduced In m ostof the ocutbreak
areas during the forecastperiod due t©
unssasonably low precipiation. Significant
developm ents are notexpected unless

m eteorological conditons in prove during the
forecastperiod. How ever, som e Increase n
num berof locustsm ay be seen h a few
pockets of green vegetation. V gilant
surveillanee and m onioring are required.

27. M adagascar m gratory locust, L.

m Yratoria capio @ .). Early and bte hsars
and adutM adagascarm gratory locusts w ere
reported In Febmiary In southw estem

M adagascar in the vicinity of Tulear. The

locusts w ere treated by the antd-locustunitas
they w ere reported by villagers. Favomble
conditions continued to exist n these areas,
and thus, it is likely that fiarther developm ent
w 1l e seen during the forecastperiod. A few
hoppersm ay have also begun appearing 1n the
H orom be Plateau and the sunounding areas,
w hich could furtherdevelop and form an all
gregarious populations and sw am lets during
the forecastperiod lest leftuntreated.

28. Brown locust,L.pardalina W alker):
N o reports w ere received on brown locust, L.
pardalina W aker) n Febmary. Due to the
prevailing drought n the brown lIocust
breeding areas, significant locust activides are
notexpected during the forecastperiod.

ARMYW ORM ACTIVITIES

29. Armywom ,S.exempta W alker).
Amywomm outbreaks thatbegan In D ecem ber
continued w ell nto Febrmary . ifesations

w ere reported on m ore than 970 ha of m aize,
m lletand pasture 11 N arck and T1ansm ara

D istricts, K enya friom January 30 through
Febmary 10 and control operations w ere
conducted using fenirothion. A late received
report Indicated thatam yw orm Infestations
w ere seen In January M alaw i, Tanzenia,
Zambi and Zinbabwe. h M alaw 1, m ore than
8,800 ha ofm aize, rice, and sorghum w ere
affected w ith crop dam age ranging from 30 %
to 95% and the pestw as controlled using
Dusiban Chlowpyriphos). T Tanzania,
am yw orm Infesationsw ere seen onm ore
than 3,900 ha ofm aize, rice, and sorghum
fields and controlled w ith D iazinon

ICOSAM P,2003). W despread arm yw om
outbreaks w ere also reported In Zam bia n
January but, detailsw ere notavaileble. No
further reports w ere received for Febrary
from the otherDLCO -EA orthe RLCO -CSA
m em ber countries.
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30. Forecast: Ttis Hkely thatsom e amm yw om
Infesations w ill continue to occur in Tanzania
and K enya and pethaps sartm oving nto
neighboring countries including Uganda and
Ethiopia. Ihfestations could also occur in

M alaw 1, M ozam bigue, and Z in babw e, f rain
falls during the forecastperiod.

QUELEA BIRD ACTIVITIES

31. Red-billed quelea,Q .quekea ).
Quelea activitdes continued w ell Into Febmiary .
T Sam e D istrict, K ilim anjro =gion,
Tanzani, aDLCO EA aircraft sorayed four
quelea roosts w ith an estim ated population of
over2 5 m illion birds seen attacking rrigated
rice crops DLCO -EA ,2003). A e reoeived
report Indicated that quelea roosts w ere sighted
T Botsw ana, M ozam bique and South A frica n
January. i M anjngue and Bom bofo, G aza
Province, M ozam bigque, tw o large moosts w ith
an estin ated 5 m {llion birdsw ere seen on 8 ha
nearrice, m illetand sorghum  fields. T Free
State and Lin popo Provinces, South A frica,
ocontrol operations w ere launched against4
1oosts and 29 colonies using avicides, Q uletox
and Faloolan, and explosion tedmiques . An
estim ated 14 65 m illion birds w ere treated.

C rops underquelea threats in these regions
were m illetand sorghum (COSAM P,2003).

32. Forecast: Quelea breeding and
Infesations are Tkely t© continue n Kenya,
M ozam bigque, Tanzenia, B otsw ana, and

Z 1 babw e and could possibly cause som e
dam age t© Irigated crops.

RECOMM ENDATIONS

33. Durng the reporting m onth, only a few of
the ETO P outbreaks w ananted subsantal
control efforts, how ever, had these been left
unaddressed, they could have Increased o
levels thatpose serious threats to crops and

pastre. Tisevidentthatam ninum shiftn
the balance of subsistence production system ,
can significantly affect the already precarious
food security in m ostof the ETO P outbreak
areas. Therefore, it is In portant that regular
m onitoring, surveillance and reporting are

m aintained and results com m unicated

prom ptly t© the appropriate bodiesw ithin the
national, regional and htemational stuctures.

Note: The end of the currentdrought

and or dry spell m Southem A frica and
other outbreak regionswould lkely trigger
serious ETO P developm ents In m ostof
these areas and could lead tom assive
Infestations and subsequent crop dam age.
Therefore, regular survey, m onioring, and
reporting are highly recom m ended to avert
any such m assive Invasions that could
possibly follow the end of the drought spell.

ACTION REQUESTED AND CONTACT
INFORMATION

34. The A frica Em ergency Locust/

G rasshopperA ssistance AELGA ) proEct,
previously m anaged by the USA ID ‘s Bureau
forA frica @ FR ), hasbeen tansferned t© the
Bureau forD em ocracy, C onflictand

Hum aniarin A ssistance O CHA ) and isbeing
m anaged by the O ffice forU S Foreign

D isasterA ssisence OFDA ). AELGA
continuous to w ork closely w ith the UN Food
and A griculire O ganization’sM gratory Pest
Unitand otherentides, USA ID bilateraland
regionalm issions, DLCO -EA , RLOC-CSA,
host country m nistries, and research
establishm ents. nform ation on ETO Ps is
regularly collected from these and other
entites, ncluding the Tifom ation Cor for
Southem A frica M gmatory Pests (ICO SAM P)
to continuously m oniorand analyze the
potential risks for large-scale em ergency
outbresks, and com pile and dissem nate as
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AELGA ] STTREPS t all interested parties.
Unsolicited reports or Inform ation about
ETO P situations and activites in yourregion
orcountry are alw aysw am Iy w eloom e and
m uch appreciated.

35. M issionsw ith program sand portfolio
on food security, environm ent and related
activibes are solicited to encourage their
host country counterparts to send us
regular updateson ETO P activites as often
aspossble. FEW S field personnel are also
solicited to send us any nform ation they

m ay secure on ETO P activites in their
ocountries and or regions of responsibility .

R egionalorganizationsw ith ETO PS

m andate and host country partners are
kindly requested to forw ard their reports
by the lastday of the reporting m onth or

w ithin the first three days of the forecasting
m onths. Please, forw ard reports,

nform ation , questions, and or requests to
Dr.YeneT .Belyneh: ybelayneh@ ofda net
FAX :202-347-0315 (USA).A cctoDrs.Joe
V orgetts, jvorgett=se usaid gov and H arry

B ottenberg, hbotmeberge® afr=d org is
appreciated.

htp/Wwww Soorgi A TTEN T feonfolcono
m ichiew seconom icengslich esshel/sshtoc ht
m

htp://fnww few snet

http:/Avww 0 orghew sflobal/locusts/locuho
m him /

http :/Avww english hew sroom hew 5/2002/500
0-en him /

http ://icosam p ecoportory/

TO LEARN M ORE ABOUT AELGA'S
ACTIVITIES,VISTT USAT OUR W EB
SITTE: WW W AELGA NET

UPCOM NG EVENTS

Ihtenegional Tmaner Traning Course on

A Temative A pplication Strategies and Tactics
@A AST) foracridid contiol, in 2003 . Those
Interested can contactDr.Y eneneh T .
Belayneh, via e ail: ybelayneh@ ofda net
=d org or phone: 202-661-9374 and
fax:202-347-0315 USA)
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