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Young adults in impoverished communities are frequently exposed to criminal and corrupt activities. For this reason, USAID has teamed up with the Mariano Rivera Foundation to assist Microsoft and Intel supported Computer Clubhouse Learning Centers, which serve as creative outlets in poor neighborhoods to empower young people with the tools they need to succeed.


A series of workshops designed to improve professional and interpersonal skills within this vulnerable group has helped create a brighter outlook for their community, as well as their own future.  By making education fun and using the latest computer technology and interactive software, 100 young participants, including 33 girls, have focused on ways to stop corruption and promote ethical values.


Inspired by their dedication and creativity, award winning composer Omar Alfano, who has worked with famous musicians such as Marc Anthony and Willie Colon, helped two groups of Clubhouse kids record and produce their own music videos (click here to view).  Now these kids are walking tall, with a proud feeling of accomplishment as the community reacts with admiration to seeing them in a video and hearing the positive messages they are sharing with their peers. 


As a result of this project, these kids have the confidence and ability to lead, act as role models, and become trainers themselves, passing on these values and skills throughout their community. As they share their knowledge, the impact is expanding, as others in the same situation are learning computer and life skills, while exhibiting the values necessary to take a stand against crime and corruption. 











