New Dairy Training Center Launched
With USAID And MoI Assistance
Lahore, August 4, 2007 –  Lahore - As part of the USAID-funded Pakistan Initiative for Strategy Development and Competitiveness (PISDAC) project, Governor of Punjab, Lt. Gen. (retd.) Khalid Maqbool and Principal Officer U.S. Consulate Lahore, Bryan Hunt, inaugurated here today a Dairy Training & Development Centre at the University of Veterinary and Animal Sciences (UVAS).

"The United States is proud to be a catalyst and a partner in the growth of Pakistan’s dairy sector," said U.S. Consulate Lahore Principal Officer, Bryan Hunt in his remarks. “We hope that the Center will produce educated and trained future leaders for this industry."

"The establishment of such centers and institutes augurs well for Pakistan’s dairy sector and its development," said Lt. Gen. Khalid Maqbool, during his address.

Also present on the occasion were Executive Director, Higher Education Commission (HEC), Prof. S. Sohail H. Naqvi; Vice Chancellor UVAS, Prof. Dr. Muhammad Nawaz; Dean UVAS, Prof. Dr. Talat Naser Pasha; PISDAC Director Warren Weinstein; officials from UVAS, SMEDA, PTC+ Netherlands, HEC, Livestock & Dairy Development Department, National Rural Support Program, Department of Animal Products Technology, Dairy Pakistan; and representatives of milk processors.

"Livestock is an important sub-sector of the agricultural economy of Pakistan and such centers not only help develop the sector but also add value to it," said Vice Chancellor UVAS Prof. Dr. Muhammad Nawaz, adding, "the Dairy Training and Development Centre will help in research and training as well as develop formal partnerships across the dairy sector."

The Center will establish a modern dairy processing plant for research and training purposes for students, doctors of veterinary medicine, personnel of dairy technology and industry, farmers and other stakeholders. It will develop a formal partnership between academia and the dairy sector to ensure that DTDC is supported and meets the needs of the dairy sector and other stakeholders in the dairy value chain.

Pakistan’s dairy sector has received significant public and private sector investment since the formation of the Dairy Strategic Working Group (SWOG) by the PISDAC project. It has also been supported by the Ministry of Industries and SMEDA. PISDAC is also working closely with the MoIP&SI and SMEDA in the Gems & Jewelry, Marble & Granite, Furniture, Surgical Instruments and Horticulture sectors.

Support for the PISDAC project is part of the $1.5 billion in aid that the U.S. Government is providing to Pakistan, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), over five years to improve economic growth, education, health, governance and earthquake reconstruction.
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