MoU Signed on Public Policy Initiatives

to Improve Pakistani Businesses

Karachi, August 20, 2007: The USAID-funded Competitiveness Support Fund (CSF) and Pakistan Business Council (PBC) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) here Monday to identify public policy initiatives to improve competitiveness of Pakistani businesses.

Witnessed by the Consul General, U.S. Consulate General Karachi, Kay L. Anske, the MoU was signed by CEO CSF, Arthur Bayhan, and Chairman PBC, Razzaq Dawood.

“This partnership will ensure that Pakistan is better poised to not only understand the needs of the global market, but also meet them head on with a highly skilled and well-trained workforce,” said Kay Anske while speaking on the occasion.

According to the MoU, CSF and PBC will undertake joint initiatives in engaging the government, research institutes, academia and the private sector in developing evidence-based advice on changes in legislation relating to public policy initiatives. 

PBC will help CSF in achieving its objective of supporting Pakistan’s goal of a more competitive economy by providing input into policy decisions, working to improve regulatory and administrative frameworks and enhancing public-private partnerships within the country. CSF is a joint initiative of the Ministry of Finance and the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID). 

Support for CSF is part of the $1.5 billion in aid that the U.S. is providing to Pakistan, through USAID, over five years to improve economic growth, education, health, and governance, and for earthquake reconstruction.
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