USAID Training Course For Improving

Teachers’ Skills Concludes

Islamabad, July 18, 2008 --  The Mission Director of United States Agency for International Development (USAID), Anne Aarnes, stressed the need for having highly trained kindergarten level teachers that can help children reach their full educational potential. 

She was speaking at the graduation ceremony of the 130 kindergarten (katchi) teachers and headmasters from the Bara Khau sector of the Islamabad Capital Territory who graduated under the USAID-funded Interactive Teaching and Learning Program here today.  

“We support Pakistanis' investment in a better future for their children and their nation,” 

USAID’s Anne Aarnes said. “Interactive teaching is essential for engaging children in the educational process at an early age and creating habits that maximize their ability to learn.” 

The five-day course instructed education professionals in teaching methods that support critical thinking.  This includes hands-on activities, creative thinking exercises and interpersonal communication skills. The workshop was the eighth in the series of 13 training workshops organized this summer for headmasters and teachers of the Islamabad Capital Territory schools.

The USAID Mission Director thanked the Federal Directorate of Education for its involvement in the course.  “It is another example of your commitment to better education for Pakistani children,” Ms. Arnes added. 

This course is part of the United States Agency for International Development’s $7.8 million Interactive Teaching and Learning Program.  The training will build professional skills of  nearly 800 teachers and head teachers (from kindergarten to Grade V) in interactive teaching and learning methodology.  The program has trained more than 300 teachers so far. Nearly 340 schools have begun implementing these practices and the program will eventually benefit more than 110,000 students.  

Since 2002, the U.S. Government on behalf of the American people has provided more than $2 billion to Pakistan to improve economic growth, education, health and governance and to assist with earthquake reconstruction. 

# # #

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(For more press releases, please visit our website:  http://islamabad.usembassy.gov)
