Khushhali Bank Awards USAID-Funded
Scholarships to FATA Students
Peshawar, October 29, 2007: The Senior Deputy Assistant Administrator of the Asia Near East Bureau of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), Mark S. Ward, awarded scholarships to 22 university students from the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) today. The scholarships were presented during a ceremony to mark the signing of agreements between Khushhali Bank and the University of Peshawar and the City University of Science and Information Technology, Peshawar.

“Through this program, USAID is working to extend quality education to students from underdeveloped and marginalized areas of Sindh, Balochistan and the FATA,” said Mr. Ward. “The students who are receiving scholarships will now have the opportunity to build and expand upon the region's entrepreneurial spirit.”

Launched in 2005, the USAID-funded Khushhali Bank Scholarship Program covers the costs of tuition and examination fees, course-related materials, and books, and boarding and lodging expenses.  Khushhali Bank has already awarded 66 scholarships to students studying in several universities across Pakistan, 30 of who are from the FATA.  The program also offers paid internships and employment to some students upon successful completion of their degrees.

Also present at the occasion were the President of Khushhali Bank, Ghalib Nishtar; the Vice Chancellor of the University of Peshawar, Dr. Muhammad Javed Khan; and the President of the City University of Science and Information Technology, Mr. Muhammad Sabur Sethi.
Support for Khushhali Bank is part of the $1.5 billion in aid  the United States is providing to Pakistan through USAID over five years to improve economic growth, education, health, and governance, and for earthquake reconstruction.
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