USAID-Funded Course for Epidemiologists Launched
Islamabad, July 2, 2007--   A two-year course to train Pakistan’s future field epidemiologists as part of the Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program (FELTP) funded by USAID was inaugurated here today by the USIAD Mission Director in Pakistan, Anne Aarnes.

“Trained and committed workers are the foundation in which all systems and institutions are built,” said Ms. Aarnes in her address.

She expressed the hope that this cohort of epidemiologists, being developed through USAID assistance, will bring about a very positive change in the results produced by health departments because “they will be more efficient in detecting and responding to communicable diseases outbreaks.”
Epidemiology, the study of factors affecting the health and illness of populations is essential for early disease detection and containment.  The course, adapted from the U.S.-based Epidemic Intelligence Service program and taught by both foreign and Pakistani experts, will cover areas of epidemiology, statistics, surveillance, outbreak detection and response. 

Ms. Aarnes stated that this initiative was part of a much larger set of health initiatives that USAID was supporting in Pakistan. Last year, USAID’s support for Pakistan’s health sector exceeded $45 million and included a range of programs related to maternal and newborn health care, family planning, clean water and infectious disease prevention and control, she added.
Also present at the inauguration were the Director General Health, Maj. Gen. (retd.) Shahida Malik; Executive Director of National Institute of Health, Maj. Gen. (retd.) Masood Anwar; chief of Public Health Laboratories Division, Dr. Birjees Mazher Kazi; USAID Director for Health Mary E. Skarie; and FELTP Resident Advisor, Dr. Rana Jawad Asghar.

Launched in 2006, the three-year, $5.7 million USAID-funded FELT program is being implemented by the U.S.-based Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Ministry of Health/National Institute of Health in Punjab and NWFP through provincial and district health offices.  
Support for FELTP is part of the $1.5 billion in aid that the U.S. Government is providing to Pakistan over a five-year period to improve economic growth, education, health, governance and earthquake reconstruction.
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(For more press releases, please visit our website:  http://islamabad.usembassy.gov)
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