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USAID AWARDS SALVADORAN DESIGNERS WINNERS OF ‘CONTEMPO’ CONTEST

SAN SALVADOR- The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) held today the
awards ceremony of the first edition of “Contempo Design Contest,” an opportunity for
Salvadoran designers to present their furniture and home décor proposals.

The contest was made possible through technical assistance and training provided by
USAID Promoting Economic Opportunities, areas of export promotion and artisan
development, and in collaboration with CRISOL Design Association. Three local judges
and two international judges, with expertise in product design and market trends,
participated in “Contempo” and chose the five winners.

The winners will send their collections to an international furniture and home décor fair
through USAID assistance next year. Besides showing their products, the winners of the
first three places will be able to attend the fair through USAID financing.

“Contempo” was announced on September 3 through a local newspaper. The contest was
open to any person or company to present their designs. Thirty-six applicants presented
drafts for evaluation during the first phase, from September 3-21. From this group, 20
applicants were chosen to participate in the second phase for the creation of prototypes.
USAID financed 50 percent (or up to $1,000) of the prototype costs. The prototypes were
exhibited to the public from November 19-20 at a local hotel.

The contest represents a unique opportunity for Salvadoran designers to show their

products in an environment where they can freely express their ideas. In this way, USAID
promotes this impressive set of Salvadoran skills in international markets.
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