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USAID-SICA REGIONAL YOUTH ALLIANCE OFFICES INAUGURATED

SAN SALVADOR- The offices of the USAID-SICA Regional Youth Alliance were inaugurated this
afternoon. The Alliance is an initiative of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and the
Central American Integration System (SICA), implemented by Creative Associaties International, Inc.

This initiative, which will be carried out in Central America and Mexico, represents a comprehensive
approach to the needs of youth at risk of being recruited by gangs. USAID will provide $2.8 million to
implement this program.

One of the goals is to establish alliances with the private sector to offer jobs to young people who have
decided to leave gangs and reinsert into society. The project will also support centers for youth at risk and
a program to funnel small donations for local prevention initiatives in some of the participating countries.
The program will do an assessment of the current juvenile criminal law and of existing regional rehabilitation
programs to identify and promote the most successful program models.

“The project will propose ways to solve the problem by having other actors in the region join this effort, since
the solution requires the participation of all sectors of society”, said acting USAID Mission Director Larry
Brady during the inauguration event.

The inauguration was attended by SICA Secretary General, Ambassador Anibal Quifionez; acting USAID
Mission Director, Larry Brady; the Directors of the USAID-SICA Regional Youth Alliance, Harold Sibaja and
Salvador Stadthagen; Public Advocate, Marcos Gregorio Sanchez; and Minister of Public Safety and
Justice, Astor Escalante. Other special guests included Advancement Project Los Angeles Co-Director,
Constance L. Rice; Deputy Assistant Secretary for International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs,
Christy McCampbell; the representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Robert Loosle; members of
the diplomatic corps; and representatives of the National Commission for Citizen Security and Social Peace,
Rotary Clubs, churches, non-government organizations, private sector and other donors.
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